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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of the proceedings of the meeting of the General Assembly of the Council 
held on Monday 26 March 2012. 

 
PRESENT: 

 
 

 

The Mayor Councillor E J Lampkin 

The Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs A D Allen 
 
 

Councillor J P Adams 
Councillor S H Brown 
Councillor R Bryant 
Councillor J Burrell 
Councillor Mrs S P Butterfill 
Councillor P J Cannon 
Councillor P F Coleman 
Councillor M J Davis 
Councillor D A Hammock 
Councillor J S Hawkes 
Councillor D E Hunnisett 
Councillor K M Kelly 
Councillor P Kelly 
Councillor J A Kite, MBE 
Councillor A R Lloyd 
Councillor T A Maddison 
 

Councillor A R Martin 
Councillor D J Mote 
Councillor Mrs A Muckle 
Councillor J I Muckle 
Councillor J M Ozog 
Councillor R S L Perfitt 
Councillor M I Peters 
Councillor G T Prout 
Councillor B E Read 
Councillor Mrs J A Rickwood 
Councillor A S Sandhu, MBE 
Councillor Mrs R L Shanks 
Councillor C J Shippam 
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow 
Councillor R J Wells 
Councillor Mrs N C Wightman 
 

 
ABSENT: 

 
 

Councillor I D Armitt JP 
Councillor A Bardoe 
Councillor L J Bobby 
Councillor M J Bryant 
Councillor S East 
Councillor J A Hayes 
Councillor G Reynolds 
Councillor M J Street 
Councillor D Swinerd 
Councillor A Wells 
 

 
 

78. PRAYERS: REVEREND ARDING  
 
The Reverend Arding led the Council in prayer. 
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79. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors I D Armitt, A 
Bardoe, L J Bobby, M J Bryant, S East, J A Hayes, M J Street and A Wells. 
 

80. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 

81. APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY ALDERMAN  
 
Councillor A R Martin moved and Councillor C J Shippam seconded that in 
accordance with Standing Order 16(4) extra time be allowed for the Leader of 
the Council and the Leader of the Opposition  to deliver their speeches and 
this was duly resolved. 
 
The Leader of the Council addressed the meeting on the background to the 
proposed conferment of the title of Honorary Alderman on Mr Terry Smith.   
He explained that he had known Terry Smith as a colleague and a friend who 
had been dedicated to representing the people of Dartford throughout his 
extraordinarily long period of service on the Council. Mr Smith had first been 
elected to represent Heath Ward in 1965 and had become the Mayor in 1969, 
a position to which his son Bernard would be elected 25 years later, a unique 
achievement in the Council’s history.  During his term of office as Mayor Mr 
Smith had signed Dartford’s first town twinning charter with Hanau in 
Germany, a relationship which continued to prosper to the current time. He 
also developed a special interest and considerable expertise in planning 
matters and was Chairman of the Council’s Planning and Transport 
Committee from 1987-1994 during which Dartford’s first Local Development 
Plan was established which had only recently been replaced by the new Local 
Development Framework.  This Plan reflected Mr Smith’s principles of quality 
design and sense of place to reflect the needs of the community. Outside of 
the Council Mr Smith had pursued a career in teaching at St Mary’s Grammar 
School Sidcup and, following several promotions and the schools 
amalgamation with St Joseph’s Grammar School, Abbey Wood in 1981, Mr 
Smith became headmaster of the school before retiring in 1994.  Mr Smith 
also had an interest in sailing and became a qualified senior sailing instructor 
in order to introduce his students to the sport and developed his skills from 
sailing dinghies on Thamesmead Lake to larger boats in the Bay of Cannes. 
 
The Leader described the wise judgement, support and experience that Mr 
Smith readily shared with his colleagues and described how these facets had 
helped to underpin the work of the Council. He paid tribute to Mr Smith’s 
ability to dedicate so much time and energy to serving the people of Dartford 
whilst balancing this with his outside interests and his family life. He also 
spoke of the strength of the Smith family and in particular the support 
provided by Mr Smith’s wife, Peggy, through good and bad times. In 
conclusion the Leader commented on Mr Smith’s outstanding contribution to 
Dartford, the personal support and advice he had received from Mr Smith over 
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many years and felt that it was a great honour for the Council to make this 
award to him in recognition of his outstanding service. 
 
The Leader of the Council moved, that in pursuance of section 249 of the 
Local Government Act 1972, the Council do confer the title of Honorary 
Alderman upon Terence Charles Harry Smith in recognition and 
acknowledgement of eminent services rendered to the Council.      
 
The Leader of the Opposition seconded the motion and spoke in support of 
the conferment. He commented on the longevity of Mr Smith’s service 
following his election in 1965, when he beat Councillor John Muckle in the 
contest for Heath Ward, and noted how different the world and Dartford had 
been at that time. He also commented on Mr Smith’s term of office as Mayor 
and the success of the town twinning with Hanau which began during his term 
of office. Mr Smith’s interest in planning matters was also well documented 
and advanced during his period as Chairman of the Planning and Transport 
Committee and then as Vice-chairman and Chairman of the Development 
Control Board. During these periods many of the transformational projects in 
the Borough had been brought forward including Northern Bypass, plans for 
Ingress Park and the marina, Bluewater, the University and associated 
science park and Crossways.  Mr Smith had always sought to do what was 
best for the Borough both aesthetically and technically. On a personal note he 
explained that although he had first met Mr Smith in 1992 he got to know him 
better when Mr Smith taught mathematics at Dartford Grammar School for a 
few terms. In conclusion he fully supported the award which he considered to 
be a very well deserved reward for a career of dedication and service to the 
Borough.    
 
Other Members joined in endorsing support for the motion. Councillor J I 
Muckle commented on many shared interests since he and Mr Smith 
contested the election for Heath ward in 1965 which included strong support 
for town twinning, an interest in planning and in dingy sailing and although 
they had different political outlooks he described the friendship they 
experienced. Councillor B E Read added his congratulations and explained 
how supportive and welcoming Mr Smith had been when he had first been 
elected to the Council. Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow described the friendship 
that she and her husband had shared with Mr Smith who had been so helpful 
to her when she was elected as a fellow ward Member and how she had 
relied upon his support and guidance as a new Member. Councillor D E 
Hunniesett paid tribute to Mr Smith’s contribution to planning matters within 
the borough and explained how much he had learnt form serving on the 
Development Control Board with Mr Smith and that this was still influencing 
the work of that meeting. Councillor P F Coleman described the close 
friendship between his own family and the Smith family over many years and 
thanked Mr Smith for his advice, guidance and support. Councillor T A 
Maddison described Mr Smith as someone who always listened to everyone’s 
point of view and treated people with respect which was echoed by Councillor 
A S Sandu who commented on his ability to work on behalf of all sectors of 
the community and added his congratulations on the conferment on behalf of 
the Asian community. Councillor A R Martin also commented on Mr Smith’s 
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support and guiding hand when he was first elected in 2002 and the 
understanding he provided when constituents concerns about planning 
matters were raised. 
 
The Mayor paid his own personal tribute to Mr Smith adding his 
congratulations for well merited recognition. 
 
The motion was put to the vote and it was unanimously: 
 

RESOLVED: That, in pursuance of section 249 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, this Council do confer the title of Honorary 
Alderman upon Terence Charles Harry Smith in recognition and 
acknowledgement of eminent services rendered to the Council. 

 
The Mayor invited Mr Terry Smith to come forward to the dais and presented 
him with a framed ceremonial scroll to commemorate his conferment as an 
Honorary Alderman of the Borough of Dartford. 
 
Mr Smith’s son, Dominic, addressed the Council on his father’s behalf and 
thanked the Council for honouring his father. He explained that his father had 
been elected to the Council in 1965 and had become Mayor in 1969 at the 
age of 34, which had coincidentally been the same age at which his brother 
Bernard had also become Mayor. His father was proud of the many 
achievements made by the Council and in particular projects such as the 
Queen Elizabeth Bridge, Bluewater and many other smaller planning projects. 
On behalf of his father he thanked officers for their professional support, 
Members of all groups for their support and recognition of his service and 
achievements. He also thanked the public for electing his father over such a 
long period and paid tribute to the love and devotion of his mother Peggy. In 
conclusion he thanked the Council for recognising his father and wished the 
Council all the best for the future.                
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.05 pm 

 

 

  
 
 

Councillor E J Lampkin 
 MAYOR 


